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Introduction

The year 2002 was successful in terms of good
field work conditions, good results, several high
class publications, logistic improvements as well
as significant investments in teaching facilities. The
summer was one of the warmest recorded since 1946
and the melt rate on the glaciers was also one of the
highest recorded. The long 2002 melt season began
in mid April and ended in mid September.

This years research projects concerned detecting
and mapping of englacial pathways by dye tracing
and ground penetrating radar, the genesis of supra-
glacial moraine ridges, temporal changes in the
thermal regime of Storglaciären, release of nutrients
in meltwater, etc. In addition, the basic monitoring
programme was run as usual by the station.

During this year we also had major restoration
of parts of the station. The kitchen and our largest
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lodging building were renovated and a new electronics
lab was constructed in our former lecture hall.

At the end of the year we worked hard on a
new text book for university courses in glaciology,
which was printed in early 2003. Several researchers
and Phd-students were actively contributing to the
book. The book is the first Swedish text book in
glaciology and thus forms the base for nomenclature
and definitions. We were intensively communicating
science with the public during 2002; we participated
in several TV-shows on popular science and were
interviewed by several newspapers. In addition we
published a booklet on Tarfala Research.

Our official engagement in building up the
environmental section of a new college in Kiruna
as a follow up of the MRI-CIRC was terminated
at the end of the year 2002. We entered this pro-
gramme in 1995 and it was run in full scale until
mid-2001.
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